
Summer camp is the time of year many Scouts wait for; shooting, riding, 

climbing, canoeing and playing outside, to name a few. But ,probably 

the best thing about going to camp is watching people grow over time. You get to watch the shy 8-year-old Cub Scout 

develop into the 18-year-old staffer who has no qualms about leading a song and making a fool of himself for the delight 

of 300 people. Here is a list I recently read of Top 10 reasons you should send your kid to Scout Camp this summer. 
 

10. So theyôll be homesick and get over it: At some point in our lives, we all experience homesickness. Kids who go to camp 

tend to experience it earlier, and tend to have it happen around supportive people they know. They also tend to do so much closer 

to home. The alternative for a lot of kids is being homesick when the get to college. Many Scouts first year at Boy Scout Camp get 

extremely homesick. There will be tears. But most leaders convince Scouts to stick it out. By Friday, the Scout wonôt want to go 

home, because he is having so much fun. I cannot tell you how many times Iôve seen this exact same process at summer camp. 
 

9. Theyôll Gain Confidence: Going to camp can be daunting for kids. They get nervous, and build it up to be a big thing in their 

heads. Theyôll convince themselves that theyôre going to die in their tents because the Daddy Long Legs spider is going to eat 

them. You laugh, Iôve had this conversation. Theyôll tell themselves they canôt pass the swimming test. But, an adult Scouter or 

older Scout they trust will tell them they can. And they will. This confidence wonôt evaporate once they come home from camp ï 

but theyôll have these little victories to look back on when they go back to school and for the rest of their lives. 
 

8. It Gets Them Moving: Summer camps tend to be big and you do a lot of walking. This is more of a feature than a bug.    

Walking the trails at camp gives kids time to think. They might also get to go swimming, rock climbing, canoeing, running, or 

play sports; all of which are healthier for them than simulating any of those activities in front of a screen. 
 

7. Theyôll Try New Things: Camp is the Super Bowl of Scouting. Itôs where the kids get to do all the things that they thought 

they were going to do when they signed up. Maybe itôll be archery, canoeing or basketry. But theyôll be exposed to all sorts of 

things that theyôd likely never experience at home or in school. They could go rock climbing. Theyôll sing songs and may even 

wind up doing a skit in front of hundreds of people. 
 

6. Gain Self-Reliance: As it turns out, the best way to learn how to do things for yourself isé to do things for yourself. Theyôll 

have to take care of their own stuff. Mom wonôt be there to clean their room for them. Theyôll learn that staying up until midnight 

talking to friends is fun on Sunday night, but that youôll pay for it on Monday morning. Theyôll also have the experience of truly 

managing their own money for the first time. When they get to camp with a certain amount of money, theyôll have to figure out 

how to spend it best over the course of a week. And, this rolls into the next point, scout campé 
 

5. Itôs A Safe Place to Fail: Accidents happen at camp. They might not complete a merit badge, a towel could go missing, they 

may get a blister or they may spend all of their money on candy the first day and have nothing left for the rest of the week ï but 

they will learn that they wonôt actually starve. In life, things go wrong and youôll still be okay. There will be people there to help 

and to support you. Youôll learn that the little setbacks in life arenôt the end of the world. 
 

4. They Learn Skills: Theyôll learn to look out for others. Delegating important tasks to others is a difficult concept for adults, 

but itôs vital to accomplishing any big, worthwhile goal. This is a skill that the boys will learn at camp. Theyôll learn how to man-

age others ï how to take a list of things to do and to match them up with the right people for the job. But theyôll learn any number 

of things ï from construction skills to life-saving, to basketry, to canoeing, or archery. Above all, for many of them, it will be the 

first time theyôll actually get to pick what they want to learn about. Theyôll actually set their own schedules. They may be exposed 

to a hobby or career theyôll enjoy for the rest of their lives. 
 

3. Scout Camp Is the Friendliest Place on Earth: Sorry Disney, but Boy Scout camp is the friendliest place you can send your 

kid this summer. Everybody tends to be in a great mood. The kids are doing what theyôve been looking forward to all year long. 

The staff has the best job of their lives. And the volunteers are on vacation. Itôs the perfect storm for a good time. Sure, it may rain 

sometimes, but still, a bad day at camp is better than a good day at the office, or school, or pretty much anywhere. 
 

2. See the World Differently: In my time at camp, Iôve meet people from all over the world. Itôs one thing to read about people 

from the other side of the planet in a book or see them on television, but you get a different perspective when you actually get to 

spend time with them as friends. But theyôll also get to see their own area in a different way. You can sit quietly, and listen to the 

birds, trees, windé and you have time to think and figure things out. 
 

1. Make Friends That Last a Lifetime: Theyôll learn to find similarities with new people and find themselves singing songs, 

doing skits and telling jokes with people they normally would never meet. When you camp with people, you find similarities and 

differences in a hurry it gives you the opportunity those shared experiences that build strong friendships. And, oh yeah, 

camp is fun.  So, to all the Scouts and Scouter in the Potawatomi Area Council, have fun be safe. I will see you at Camp. 
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Major Gifts Program 
 

Securing the Future for  

Our Children's Children 

 

Summary of Our Priorities 
 

$2,000,000 

Endowment and Immediately Expanded          

Operations for Need-Based Assistance and 

Operational Costs 

 

 $2,250,000 

Facility and Capital Enhancements 
§ Build an Administration / Health Lodge / Senior 

Staff Housing Facility 

§ Construct a Shooting Sports Education Building 

§ Manufacture a Conservation / Ecology / 

Sustainable Resources Center 

§ Upgrade the current trading post to be interactive 

§ Create a leader business center 

§ Renovate Campmaster and the pole barn 

§ Complete the point-to-point zip line Canopy Tour 

§ Upgrade the Remaining Campsites and Climbing  

Tower 

§ Upgrade the boating area stairs 

§ Construct three Yurts 

§ Construct a latrine on the north end of camp 

§ Expand the fishing Pier for more Scouts 

§ Welding facility 

§ Automotive mechanic shop  

 

Total:  $4,250,000 
For More Information: 

Connie Bielinski 

262-436-8419 

Thinking of making an end of year charitable gift for your 2018 

taxes? Weôd be honored to accept your generous contribution on 

behalf of our 6,100 Scouts and their volunteer leaders. Your 

donation stays right here to benefit local Scouts and ultimately 

their communities.  

 

If interested, please contact  

Connie Bielinski at connie.bielinski@scouting.org  

or  

Matt Winters at matthew.winters@scouting.org   
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GET READY FOR A CUB SCOUT ADVENTURE!ò as we ñTRAVELò through  summer  with a PASSPORT TO ADVENTURE: 

Scouts will have the opportunity to test their super powers while having fun participating in such events like archery, swimming,  

BB-gun, crafts, STEAM (science, technology engineering, arts & mathematics) and Scout skills. Give every Scout a GREAT 

camp experience! :   Muskego:  7/17/18 - 7/19/18 Mukwonago:  7/24/18 ï 7/26/18 Menomonee Falls:  7/31/18 - 8/2/18 

Winter Blast Adventure 2018/2019ðJohnson Creek & Hamilton High School will be hit by a Scouting BLAST this winter!  Win-

ter Blast Adventure will offer 1000+ Cub Scouts the opportunity to attend a full day of advancement and FUN!  Tigers, Wolves, 

Bears and Webelos will have the opportunity to complete four requirements and three electives in hands-on  and interactive sessions 

with Scouting volunteers.  Come and join us on December 8th, 2018 in Johnson Creek and January 12th, 2019 in Sussex for a full day 

of indoor & outdoor adventureé it will be a BLAST! 

37th Annual Webelos Jam O ReeðThe Menomonee County Park will be taken over by Scouts of all ages on September 14-16 for 

the 2018 Webelos Jam O Ree!  Webelos 1 & Arrow of Light Scouts will have the opportunity to visit and work with over 20+ Boy 

Scout Troops to show what each of  Boy Scouts can to offer.  Activities typically include Indian Lore, BB gun, cooking, archery, 

first aid, lashings, wilderness survival, geocaching and rockets.  The festivities are capped off when all 500+ scouts attend a group 

camp fire. The Webelos Jam-O-Ree Committee is still looking for troops to run activities as well as Webelos to sign-up before the 

first week of September!  Come for the troops, walk away with advancement and a better understanding of the troops in the area! 

Camp Long LakeðAny Troops attending an out of Council camp this summer, please notify, Council Program Director,  Mike 

Urbanek (mike.urbanek@scouting.org) with the locations and the number of youth and adult participants. We submit the totals in 

September for the National Camping report and this will be recorded in your unitôs Journey to Excellence scorecard for the year. 

Webelos Resident Campðis a short-term camping experience designed to introduce Webelos, their leaders, and their parents to a 

theme-based, summertime camping experience that will help the Webelos be prepared for a smooth transition into Boy Scouting. It's 

a memorable 4 days and 3 nights of thrilling and adventurous activities that keep campers excited for months after the closing   

campfire.  Webelos Resident Camp (August 5-8) still has some available slots at Camp Long Lake. 

Provisional Camp Opportunities at Camp Long Lakeðallow Scouts to participate in Camp Long Lakeôs program when their 

Troop isnôt at camp.  This program is perfect for Scouts who canôt attend with their unit or for Scouts that wish to come to camp 

again.  Provisional weeks are July 22-28 & July 29-August 4. 

High Adventure Shooting Sports Campðis a seven-day/six-night program. It consists of multiple disciplines of shooting and  

archery activities EACH day!   This program is open to registered Scouts and Venturers who are at least 13 years old by the start of 

camp.  Disciplines include: Skeet, Trap, Sporting Clays, 5 Stand, Moving Targets, Tomahawks, Night Archery and Powder 

Ball.  This event will be held during the 4th week of camp from July 15 ï 21. 

Order of the ArrowðThe Wag-O-Shag Chapter had 10 members complete their Vigil honor.  The individuals honored with their 

Vigil Award is Andrew Ward, Victor Krieg, Richard Berg, Zach Landquist, Connor Main, Brian Uhan, Jason Umbs, Collin Hall, 

Zack Long and Collin Karrasch.  The Vigil Honor is a high mark of distinction and recognition reserved for those Arrowmen who, 

by reason of exceptional service, personal effort, and unselfish interest, have made distinguished contributions beyond the immediate 

responsibilities of their position. (PICTURED) 

 

Michael "Shorty" Zindars and Theo Johnson were honored with the Founders Award. 

The award is reserved for Arrowman who demonstrates that personifies the spirit of 

selfless service. (PICTURED) 



 

 

 

 

New Troop in Dousman! Please welcome Troop 73, chartered to the Dousman-Ottawa Lions Club.  Scoutmaster Dan Lang is 

excited to have this opportunity to restart Troop 73, as this was the Troop he belonged to as a youth.  They have already secured 

their trailer and gear and are ready to start camping!  

Pack 107 presents the Dr. Luis W. Alvarez Supernova AwardðOn May 23rd, Pack 107ôs Scout, Xander Pearson was presented 

with the Dr. Luis W. Alvarez Supernova Award for Cub Scouts by Potawatomi Area Councilôs, Sr. District Executive John 

Snipes.  Xander worked very hard to earn this award, and is looking forward to working on the Dr. Charles H. Townes Supernova 

Award for Webelos. Both of his parents, Shannon and Geoffrey Pearson are very proud of his accomplishment.  For more infor-

mation about the STEM Nova and Supernova Awards follow this link: www.scouting.org/stem-nova-awards/.  

Scouting the Zoo is held at the Milwaukee County Zoo the first weekend of June, every year. This 

year, Troop 159 went. They had a good time. Even though it was relaxing, they said it was busy. 

The weather was cloudy Friday night through Saturday, but it was perfect for napping. To partici-

pate, Troops are asked to put on an event to showcase their Troop, on Saturday. Cub Scouts and the 

public get the opportunity to come out and visit with the Troops as they walk around the zoo. Troop 

159 taught the visitors rope making. At first they felt secluded from the crowds because their site 

was located at the end of a road by the elephant house that was under construction, so they moved their booth closer 

to the road, said Mr. Kieso. Overall, the Troop had a good attitude and a great time. Also, te troop was honored to 

have 2006 Eagle Scout from Troop 159, Matthew Cummings, drive up from Illinois to 

join them for the weekend. Mr. Kieso wanted to personally thank: Mr. Chrisien, whom 

organized, Mr. Turner for the twine and colored string, Mr. and Mrs. Udovich for be-

ing the grubmasters purchasing the food, Mr. Acker, Mr. & Mrs Cummings, Joseph & 

Matthew Cummings, Mr. Rose and 2018 Eagle Scout Jacob, Mr. Kocovsky, Pack 30 

dad (Mr. Bradley)  children; Scouts William & Elizabeth. He also wanted to thank the 

Scouts; Brennan, Brady, Carlton, Joseph, Jacob, Joey, Harry, Logan, Luke, William & Elizabeth.  

Troop 359 worked at the Gorecki's home spreading 

mulch to help raise money for the Safari Club Interna-

tional. They had nine scouts and two leaders working 

from 8:30-12:30 (44 hours). Mrs. Gorecki was very 

welcoming on such a hot humid day and provided wa-

ter, cookies and snacks.  The boys had a great timing 

doing the project. 


